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An Act to Establish the
¢ National Ports Regulatory Commission of Liberia
PREAMBLE
WHEREAS, the Republic of Liberia Fecopnizes the sralegic mpottinee of its poris s galgways
for iniemational rade, sommerce, and national development:
and oversight of aulonomois ports are essential

WHEREAS, the cifective reguluiion, governanee,
10 ensaresafety, eficiency, ransparency, and gecountubility in port operations:

é} WHEREAS, it is necesswy to estiblish a reguintory body with broud authority to lcense.
' supervise ﬁemumre. (0. where required, dissotve autonomuus ports. and 1o enforee technical,
= economit fransporiation, fogistical, figalth, and sifety standards;

the Senme il 1Touse ufﬂupmwmnﬁwui afthe Repub

| NOW, TREREFORE. it.s enacted by
+‘ of Liberia, in Legistarurg assembled:

lie

E Section 13 Establishment
“ L. ‘Thert is hereby established a biody corporate 16 be kuown as the National Ports Regulatory
o Comhission of Liberia (hercinafter reforted 1o as “the Commission™).
}:L Thie Commission shali have perpeludl succession, 3 common seal, and may sue and he sued
1 ipilseorporale Rame.

o]
o

. Seetion2: Purpose of Act
¥ The Pirpose of this Act shall be 10 establish the National Ports Regulatury Commission of Liberia,

‘mregulnte all autonoipions pors within the Republic, to provids for licenning, govemance,

" vestructuring, dissolution. and enforcenient of standards, and for relaved purposcs.
' Scetion 3: Mandate and Furictions
The l’.‘ammasma shall be responsible for the regulation of all putonomous ports in Liberia and
sshall, wirhout Jimitation.
i ssuelicetscs suthorizing auiononious pors.to operaic.

2 Setregulatory :-;_jﬁliﬁie_a,guveming e establishnient, operation, and dissolulion of potis.

A lIntervensand resicugiare faiting puﬁnurpuns requiring intervention.

. ___.-'ﬁ¢@ln1&mﬁg-=mtﬂ;’fhﬁﬁh standare yplicable to ponts.

3 E‘im rufes relating to teobuies o “mica..mﬁﬁﬁBMIiﬂn_a- and logistical stundards for
6. Perform such yiher finclions as nilbe nevessary 1 ensure the effective governance und

Tegutation uf'portvin Liberia..

.....




Section 4: Composition

. The Commission shall consist of three (3) members appoinied by the President of the
Republic of Liberia, with the consent of the Senate.

2. Members shall serve at the pleasure of the President during good behavior.
3, Tue Presidens shull designate one member as Chairperson of the Commission.

Section 5: Staffing

1. Thm({gmmmsmn shalt employ such staft us may be required for the effective discharge of Its

"i;"*'- 1on shall l}“&ﬁfﬂ broad authority to:

. o i ikl
L - Malke geguliitions, miles. and puidelines for the govemnance of purts.

C‘u:i;l‘um investigativns, audits, aid inspections of poris.

3, Inlﬁﬂﬂgﬁﬂﬂﬂ“‘ﬂﬁ forvinlations ﬁ]‘ mgulatur_v standards.

Rungiﬁmend dissolitioniof pons to the President and Legislature where nocessary.

B Exmlsjﬁ all incidental poweérs necessary for thi execution of its mandaie.

' Secdon 7; Fanding
E’ J. - The E‘unmnﬁwn shull be:.t‘anﬁmlz‘-fhrbﬁhh:

{a} Appropriations byithe Legislatre,
by Fﬂﬂﬁ colecied fr;:m Qﬂﬁﬁlﬂb dad regulatory services.
() Coants, donas nns,ﬂnﬁ ﬂllizr ]ﬂ!«’{.ﬁl] SOMTCES.
All qiimia shall be- mmmgeﬂ in accordance with the Public Financial Munagement Act of

?Lﬂjﬂrra,

,Lti Scction 51 of the Liberia Sea ond nland Poris

ZL hall be required to apply for licensing wilh ihe
& corclusion of the transition period prescribed

lﬂ-ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁhﬂ“ bﬂlﬁﬂ? sanclions, including suspeasion or dissolution,

. ﬂmiﬁfmﬂ;%ﬁhn
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ANACT

1O REPEAL TITLE 30, CHAPTER VI OF THE PUBLIC
AUTHORITIES LAW OF THE LIBERIA CODES REVISED
CREATING THE NATIONAL PORT AUTHORITY, AND TO
ESTABLISH IN LIEU THEREQF A NEW CHAPTER VI OF THE
PUBLIC AUTHORITIES LAW TOQ PROVIDE FOR THE
CREATION AND MODERNIZATION OF AUTONOMOUS SEA
AND INLAND PORTS.

‘LIBERTY
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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA
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PREAMBLE

WHEREAS the concentrauon of port adminisiration and operations under 4 centralized authority
jike the National Port Authority {NPA has led 10 challenges including bureaucratic delays.

inefliciencies, and limited responsiveness 10, local needs;

WHEREAS the ¢fficient management and empowering of local port authuritics is not only vital
to the economic growih, wade facilitation, and industrial development of the Republic of Liberia,
put will foster innovation, improve sorvice delivery. cnhance infrastruciure development. and
strengthen the integration of ports into national and international supply chains;

Government of Liberia,

WHEREAS consistent with the decentralization suategy of the
A accountability,

decentralization of port aovémance is necessary to promole ransparen
competitiveness. and eyuitable participation of local communities and stake
Wﬁﬁ, in recognition ofthe strategic impotrance of ports to national development, and in
pt st of a more ijlﬂuﬁi‘!!ﬂ,.cfﬁéiﬂm, and sustainable marinme sector, this law seeks o establish &
decentralized fragewark for port goveraance, administration, and gperations. thercby ensuring
that p’ﬁl’ts serve 4 engioes of growth for both {ocal communities and the nation at large.

ﬁiﬁﬁ;ﬁi‘HEREFﬁ‘REa it is cnacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic

of Libgria, in L epislature Assembled:

Section 1. Repealer
That ﬁ'fom and immediately upon the passage of this Act, Tide 30, Chapter VI of the Public

Authorities Law, Liberian Codes Revised creating the National Port Authority. is hereby repealed,
and replaced with a new Chapter VI of the Public Authorities Law, t0 be known as the Ports

Autononty and Mgdemizmiun Act
Section 2. Short Title of Act

This Act'shall be sitled: The Liberia Sea and Inland Ports Autonomy and Modemization Act of
2025,

Section 3. New Chapfter iﬁ!':;:;fthie Public Authorities Law

The new Chapler ﬂ-if:’bfzhE-Fﬁb,l@?ﬂl;ﬂmritiés Law shall be read as follows:

CHAPTERVI =~ AUTONOMY AND MODERNIZATION OF LIBERIA SEAAND
: /  INLAND PORTS

i m Definition of Terns

Thig Tollowing défr ﬁlﬁﬁ’ﬂﬂnﬁﬁ?@tﬂ menning ascribed to these words where they are used
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1)

by other persons, or wlhien the injuries are t
i  areas nunﬂ@ﬁlﬁ'.ﬂaﬂaﬁl&?ﬁnﬂ accessible 10

Accldent. An ocenrrence before, during and after the operation of a seacraft resulting
from, but aot limitcd o collisian, sinking, five, explosion, equipient failure -or
appr.*mla_ges.-w]ﬁch oteurs between the time any persomn boards n seacraft or such craft
is loaded with cirgo, with the inteﬁi_ipu:*of" voydage until § 1ol fime as all such persons
or carge have disembarked or offlisaded. in which:

(a) Aperson is fatally or seriously injured as a result of:

{i) - Being onbioard the scacrafl. or

(i} - Having direer contactwith any partor parts of the seacraft. including parls
which havﬁ_banﬁmu-detaﬁhad-. from the seacraft. of

(iii} . Having direct exposure to the seacratl, and any malfunction or incident,
Except wherg the injuries are from natural causes, sclf-inflicted or inflicted
o stowaways hiditg outside the

the crew and passengers; or

U g[b} Theag,acmﬂ sust;iips.damﬂgﬁn*r“suucmml failure, which:

2)

g @ ‘Adverscly aﬁeﬂs the structuzal integrity, performance 0t scaworthiness of

f:fm seacraft, and
(i) @gﬁid':mmaﬂy require. major repair or replacement of the affecied

# -Somponent, except for engzine failure or damage, when the damage is
Jinited o the engine; its cowlings or aceessories; or for dumage limited to

propeliets, hull, instrurients; oF
) Thi seacrafi is missing or completely inaccessible.
Acts nfﬂjllawful :Iﬁtg;rfgrcmcm. These are in the category of cis o attempted acis,
such as 1o jeopardize and put at risk the safety of matifie operations, including but not
limited kot |
(a) ‘unlawfidl enteringg of seacrafly
(b) ﬁnmﬁrfﬁl_seiz’ﬁfwuﬁﬂwmfh

(¢) destruction of a seackaftin service;

- (), auemphng I or takinig hostage vn a seaciall;

'''''

T kT 1 =N ]




1] attempting to-or bringing onb oard a seacraft orat a harbour, of marine operators
' s or hazardous materials for criminal  PUIPYSE:
¢ opcrator

(ucilities, weapon, device 0
{2) attemipting to, oF utilizing onboard a scacraft, harbour O ynarin
facilities any approved cargo, weapon, device or

crighinal purpose:

(h) ‘useofa seacraft in service for the purpose of causing death, serious bodily
jnjury. or serivus damage lo property of (he environroend;

(i aempting 10 OF communicating t_’a}ﬂ_se information such as o j_aupardize the
safcry of seacraft on seasor in harbour, of passengers. erew, n'!a'ﬂ_ne pl;rsunpel
ur'the gt‘-n"é'r'ﬁT public, at a harbouroren the premises of the facilities of a marme

consignee

and/or portoperator,

sregate S pment Multiple shipments fr
ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂatﬂﬁ by the -cqi;ll;l_'ier into ﬂ-'_‘*.sfingle shipment.

antidtiping Dity, A specil duty imposed by i
offset the price of dumping that has been determine
harmfulitc domesti¢ producers and the environment.
Appirent Good Order. Froight that are in good order
assessetihy authority.

Arbffr?a'%hm A process for regolving dispiie or a grievance ouis
by presenting it 1o an mpar :al third party or panel for a decision that may OT TiaY
be binding based on the contractual agreement between the parties.

om diffcrent sellers to a single

e Liberia Revenuc Authority 10
terially

d by authority 10 be ma

and free of damage afier being

ide the court system
not

Arrival Notice. Natification provided by the cartier when a shipmeit has arrived 1o

the consignee.
El Aéfﬁl‘-ﬁ. -R:fﬂrﬁ_-ﬂiﬁiér to area

9)  ATDNSHINC, Stands for anytime,
referring to when a vessel will operate.

10) Athwartships. A direction across the width of a ship.

11) Automatic Identification System (ATS). A satellite ,
wacking service to identify and losate ships. pyéemn i e med vt \ "

{2) Backhal Cugo carid o 4 et joumey

behind a ship or to move a ship in a reverse direction.
day or night, Sundays and Holidays included, ‘

13) .-galruﬁr; Frelght, Freight that is low weight but high volume (usually light and bulky)
i -3 \
''''' %;L .
¢

o A 4
[
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14)
15)
16)

17

1 8)

19)

20)
21)
22)

23)

27)

28)

29)

30)

iy

32}

Beam. The width of a ship.

Beneficiary. The party that receives paymert.

Bill of Lading, A documcni {sstied by a carvier or their agent acknowledging revept

ol cargo for shipment.

Bill of Sale, A document that confirms transfer of goods in exchange for moncy.
Bond Port. The initial port of entry whete a vessel wansporting goods first amives at
a couniry.

4 carier for the movement of cargo; space

Booking. Amrangements made with
reservation.

Bow, The frontofa vessel.

Broken Stowage. Empty space in a conainer not occupicd by cargo.

Bulk Carga. Cargo that is shiipped loose as oppused 10 being shipped in packages or

Sontaftiets, such ds grains, sand and ¢oal.

Cargo. Any goods being wransported by seacrafls.

tafﬁg_ji_'-fnucia'raﬁpmi Information ;uhmi_tzed prior to, upon arrival or upon deparsure of
an iaiommali anal shipment required by customs authority.

Cargo Manifest, A document detaifing the cargo varvied on a ship, often provided to
SUSIONmS authority.

_G;a:rl'-["i.'r A cirder is 4 party that transports goods for another person Or cOmpany.
rcgrﬁﬁca;g_, of Inspection. A document certifying fhat merchandise is in good

i

condition immediately. prior to being shipped.
Clain.. 3 claivtjs 4 demand made by a customer (0 @ transportation company for
paymentin orderic cotnpensate for loss or damage of goods.

ﬁﬂmnlmﬂiﬂllm'ﬂlﬂ% A fundamental document for an international transaction with

details including what goods are being s ipped, who'is the shipper and who is the

ultimate gonsignee.. | _

Commdity, Any eomsmercial good thats shipped.

'ﬂh;‘lsiguur; Rnf::::s 1o the expunﬁrnfshppﬁ:fmmwhmh the goods onginate.

Cnnaulidnrl&n%micﬂrgﬁ ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂtjpﬁ]ﬁ is combined in a single container.
: v ~&-
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335)

36)

37)

- 38)

....

Consul. A goverament ofticial residing in a forcign counry who represents the

intrests of their Liome countiy.

Container Manifest. A documentstating the contents of'
and point of destination, Vessels are required by law to pro
container being tran sported.

to Prohibited cargo such as iltegal drugs,

mnmineri.it&.p‘nim‘nﬂmgin
duce a manifest for every

Contraband, Refers arematharized Weapons,

¢lc.

Countervailing Duties, Additional duties imposed by an imporiing country (o offset
country when the subsidized imports cause

government subsidies in an exporting
material injury to domestic industry in the importing country
Country of Origin. Where an item was made, mined, grown. manufactured or

cubstanitially ransformed prior to being shipped.
Customs. fefets 10 the Liberia Revenue Authority that is responsible for collecting
duties -a_nt_l_;:'nfbrcing import and export regulations.

Customs Broler. An fdividual oforganization who ticlps & shipper n

avigate customns

) i 5 . ) ,
Customs Clearance. The pracess in which a customs suthority assesses @ shipment
Being inmported in their couniry in order to ensure compliance with their country’s
:@pmﬂ'_'-.fqggihtinns. A Sﬁlpmmlﬂlﬂl has been approved by the customs authority and
allowed to eriter the cammerce oF thieir country is said fo have cleared customs.
Cusmm*s ﬁ“ﬁﬂamﬂmfﬁ dommjﬁm that iraditionally accompanics exported gouds
b%u;éih'g?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁfiﬁﬁ like the riattire of the goods, theit value, the consignee, and their
altimate destpation.
ﬁutﬁoffjﬂi:ﬁe. The latest time cargo may be
bie considered a darigerous good if it is corrosive.

delivered to a terminal for loading.

. Dungerous Goods. A product pay

ic, explosive, etc.

fajumable, poisonous, (OX1
usedwhenthe eprﬁer-extcndsamﬂit'ftmhec’buyer. Ttspecifies

Dute Draft. A documont usc _
due rather than a time period as with a Time Draft.

a date when the paymentis
peconsolidation Poii, Location wiiere cargo is soparaicd in prepaat
anddated by @ consignee or thcir authorized

Delivery Receipt A-dogurgit sigaed 2 ¢
agﬁﬁ.mmﬁﬁﬁiﬁgrégﬁﬁt@fgﬁﬁdﬁmﬁiﬁtafﬁagﬁie condition of the goods u?livew.

ion for delivery.

'.r? :
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48)

49)

53)

4

35)
56)
57)

58)
59)

60)

o)

n. Demurrage is a charge to be paid by a shipper or consignee to
' carpo beyond the allowed free time.

ad of applying to delays in cargo,

Demurcage/Detentiv
the carrier as penafly for delaying the carrier
Deterition is the same as demuttage excepl Uit inswe

detention applics t delays in cquipment.

hange made to the route of a shipment or 1o

Diversion. Diversion refers either to ac
for of guods from the intended end-user 1o

the route of the' entire vessel or 2) the trans

some other party.

Dock. A cargo handling arca adjacent to the shoreline where a ship li¢s up 1o offload

and toad cargo and passengers.

Dumping. importing goods ito a country ata price less than the fair market value.

Dutiable Value. Thie amount 61 which a customs duty is calculated.

Ilulin‘,& Taxes collected on mip'urtmg and exponing goods, elso called warifls.
Emha;gnes Emliﬂ:_itiuns designed 1o protect economic or n

uicludﬁlmde WLEPS, tarifls and restrictions on financial transactions. Embargocs arc
si‘m’ilﬁ‘bm usualiyreferto muﬂ severe restrictions such as travel bans or blockades.

meit 1o take propesty for a

ational security and may

Emini:pl Domain: The power of a soverciga govem
necessary publicuse.

'E&Eiurﬁﬁhipmﬁnt of goods owside of Liberia.
-'Ex:p'qﬁ:i}unms-. Speuific restrictions or ceiling imposed by an exporting country on

ma-@ﬁ&-nfv'uiumanfcermhi' exporis rypically designed 1o protect domestic producers
and consumers from temporary shortages of goods or 1o bolster their price in world

markets.

Export Subsidies, Government penalties or other financially quantifiablc beucfits
provided ¢ domestic producers or exporters contingent on the export of their goods

and services.
False Billing, Misrepresentiny freight information on shipping documents.

FEU {(Forty-Faot Eﬁuiﬂfeﬁt_ Unig). A standard 4(-foot shipping container,
medsuring aPPmi'ﬂﬁﬂlély-#ﬂ’*fﬂéﬁﬁﬁjg; 8 feet wide und 8.1 feet hugh. |

Free dimel The amodnt of tinie fiata camicr’s equip '
e, The amount of 1le Halg &2 ipment may be used with
incurring additioral charges. - pin

Freight. #nmmﬁumis») bamgrrm‘{ﬁpﬁnﬁﬂ /‘




62) Hurbor. A place where ships stop to resupply and load or unload cargo.

63) Harbor Master. An official esponsible for overseeing harbor aperations.

64) Hateh, The opening on the deek of a ship that gives duecss 10 the eargo hold,

65} Hazardous Matcrials (HazMat). Used interchangeably with the tenm “dangerous
goods,” hazardous materials are goods thal may posc 2 thrent Lo safcty because they
aré poisonuus, WOXIc, corrosive, explosive. flammable. ete.

66) House Bill of Lading. A house bill of lading (HBL) is a doctiment issued by a freight
forwarderor anon-vessel operating company (NVOCC)ioa shipper 10 acknowlcdge
ceceipt of their items for shipment.

b [nland Port. isa portonan innland waterway., such as a viver, lake, or canal. which may
¢ ormiy’ 10 be conneeted to the sea: The term wintand port” is also used (0 refer to a dry
| R

): Import. s‘{i,'i_[?ﬁit:m of goods into a country. Opposite of export.

6::"'?“_ I'mpu'rt; ﬁﬁﬁiﬂrﬂﬁﬂﬁgfjnfnnﬂnﬁ'nn- submitted by an importer or their agent to their
S couniry s eusloms ayllvority before or upon importation of goods, such as the contact
7} deuils ﬁfx the ﬁﬁpﬁm.r, how the poods arc bemg transporied and the tariff

b classifications and values of the itemns on the shipment,
'?[!]:! mpur_t-i—lsiﬁunse;ﬁ gﬁﬁﬁhmmnt—iﬁucd permit authorizing a purty 1o import 4 good inlo
(i the cou Aty

?;] In Bond. An import orexport shipment that has not yet cleared cusloms.

?2] I_ns}[if!éﬂéﬂf"ﬂﬂl‘tiﬁfﬂf&. A document prepared by the exporter or freight forwarder as
cvidence that insurance against Joss or damage Iias been obtained for the goods.

; 73) l‘,ﬁw&rdF E}gn‘Manit'mt (AFM).A document listing all cargo entering @ coUnIry,
o required by alt world ports and is the primary source from which import duties arc
& © ogesipned. | el b

74y Eoﬁfg;ﬁumjﬂaﬁ;ﬁ gnﬁ”&n’iﬁw:*:c iaskied with Joading and untoading ships.
785 Masigime. OF o felating W isAnspon by sed
G+ Tﬁ} Mﬁﬁﬁf’ﬁmﬁf Lﬂﬂlng, ﬁz ﬁ'a; fi‘a ding issued by @ carrier to a freight forwarder

J o2 p ﬂﬁ%ﬁ@@g{"glﬁeﬁgmﬁﬁr ; r'ﬁlﬁpmem T_I;;Esﬁi& different fronva house bill of
lﬁﬂﬁig‘Wﬁrﬂ;ﬁkis i’ssgﬁd[:yﬁﬁgimfﬁmnrdtr to a shipper, ackaowledging receipt of
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77)

78)
79)

80
81}
.
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85)

86)
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87)
.8
3 W

90y

91)

84)

"Port, May refer 1o 1) a harbor with piers or docks, 2)

92y*

* it M

NCBAL. National Customs Brokers Association of { iboria, is an organizauon

representing the interests of customs brokers in Liberia.

Net Weight. The weight of goods not including the weight of their packaging.

On Board. A notation on a bill of lading indicating
ship.

On Deck. Anotation ona bill of tading indicatin
upen deck ot aship.

that cargo has been loaded on a
g that cargo has been stowed on the

Origin. means. 1) location Wwhere a shipment starts its journey, of 2) country where

goods were originally manufacrured.

Overage. Whea the numberof units received is greater than the quantity stated on the

gxporft documents. Opposite of shortage.
. ment. Also called

Panlﬁ,ng List. A standard document that accompanics a ship
ne with packaging

ﬁwﬁ@ng slip, this document lists the products on a shipment alo
i{gfp@pﬁnn but does not inclide prices.

Palla‘ﬁ.h platformon which packages may be loaded that facilitates ¢
 lift yruck.

Pier. %ﬁ:s:ruc;tfurer_p'erpen'd‘f::ﬂ'laffto the shoreline to which a ship
load gi-unload cargo.

asicr handling by

is secured n order W

the left side of a ship (when

facing forward, oppusite of starboard), or 3) an opening in the side of a ship used for

handfing freigght,

Ports. Refer 'tci‘Tjt;i_li sca ports and inland ports created under this Act.
Port of Call. Port where 2 ship discharges or receives traftic.

Port of E‘ntrjf Pm't whiere cargo is unloaded and enters a country.
?’ﬂr’t nffE‘zit I’Erfﬁ_il‘;i:éﬂz‘;:ﬁargo' is loaded and leaves a country.

&

Quarantine; A testiction placed on an operation in order 10 protect public health and

 safery.

m!.ﬂ%ﬁ e Jodks that may be imporied without restricions over a sei
iplef_imd“‘-ﬂﬂfmﬁ D4

' d ,
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93) Sea Port. A sheltered location on the coast or shore of a sca where ships catt dock to
load and unload cargo and passengers

94) Ship’s Tackle. Equipment such as rigping or crancs used on @ ship for loading or
unloading cargo.

95) Shipper. the company/person selling goodsto a forcign market, The shipper may also
be called the exporicr or consignor i this case.

96) Shipping Documents. Paperwork that accompanies a shipment as it makes ils way to
the final destination, such us packing lists ov bills of lading.

97) SOLAS. Safety of Life at Sea Convention is enforced by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO). Under SOLAS, exporters ate required to provide a verified
Weight of the gaods before they are loaded onto a ship for transport.

98) Stevedore. Individual or comipany that employs {ungshoremen and contracts for the
. loading and unloading of ships.

Qj@} Stripping. Ts the removal of cargo from a container.

. A

190y, Stuffing, Is the putting of cargo into 2 container.

=

01) Tare chgbIThc weight of a container while empry.

:I::.FETs; imil nﬂ-Jh a lpu_&ﬁﬁng where containers are picked up, dropped off, maintained and
%-:

Sk R bk - : L ”
’lﬂi’ﬁl‘EU {TvanWAFnu_t. Equivalent Unif). A standard 20-fool shipping conlamer,
" measuring approximasely 20 feet long, 8 feet wide and 8 feet high.

i

Iljﬂﬁ‘mn&higmant The wansfer of cargo from one carricr to another or from onc vehicle
to another at an intenmediate point duting the gouds’ journey to the final destination.

[ﬁij ‘li-uak’rhnﬁnge The weight (in tons) of a shipment transported by truck.

I{Jﬁ]'i’nrnal‘ﬂlmﬂ ﬂ‘“@ﬂuﬁﬂd in marine transportation referming to the time it takes
~ between arrival of a.ship and its departure.

107) u”ﬂﬁimﬂdﬁref’gﬂht? Frefghilhﬂl has not been called for or picked up by the owner or
" yltimate consignee. &

108) UN Number An i’ﬂtbrnﬂlf;;ﬁ teeognized four-digit code used 10 identily dangerous
ikandes N e '

{. e

109) Vessel, ﬁmrﬁflngmﬁﬂﬁﬂ@h%tﬁmx barge, ship. Elﬁ%

g T T



L. He

operation and supervision of ports within th

110) Vessel Muanifest. A dogument listng details regarding the crew and cargo onboard 2
vesscl.
ring system uscd by harbor or port

Traffic Service (VTS). A traffic monito : :
tor ships, similar to air traffic control used lo monitor aircrafi.

112) Warchoust. A place for the storage, consolidation and distribution of cargo.
Wharf, A structure built o) the shore of a harbour which tacilitatcs the docking of

111) Vessel
anthorities to moni

113)
ships.
§51. Creation of Autonomous Sei und Intand Ports
1. The following seaports shall be established and shall have the powers grantcn_l under ﬂ-ﬂs
Act including foll autonomy within the Republic of Liberia: the Freeport of Monrovia;
Port of Buchanan; Port of Greenville, and Port of Harper. Subsequently. all Scaports and
[nland Poits established after the passage of this Act into law, shall have the same full
legal powers. functions and autonomy and shall be called/mamed after the city/county

where thes will be established.
':‘_ - cj. ki
snomous Port shall be a body corporate,

Each auton

port in 4 Republic/in their management, operations, holding of assets, incuIring
liabilities, gapacity 1o suc or e sued, eapacity to enter and enforce legally binding
contractual obligations, own property, borrow moncy and conduct business activities

within the Scope of this Act.
g 3
§52. Territorial Limits of Ports
3

Each Port shall have a ferritorial expansion ‘of thirty
existing base. Within ,s*mf_!_'i__;_:_{ferrifnrial limits, a Port may establi
fhat miay not be contiguous with the existing port drea.

separate and distinct from any other

t

miles radius from the center ot ils
sh ather ports under its control

§53. Purpose and Objectives
The auwnnmnﬁ'&'_Boxgsaﬁﬂllﬂfﬂ_i_éyﬁstﬂﬁ[fﬁﬁcd and created to plan, design, constract. and shall
engage in the development, maintenance and operation of all public ports within their
texritorial limits subject 1o the articles and principles enumerated herein and such other and
further powers as may be vested in it. To earry out its function, the Ports shall have financial
and administrative auonomy. These Ports shall each independently manage, opcratc

develop and constnict all ports within their territorial limits, and be the rccipien;
and s}i;lif%ﬁundﬂr their sole and complete control. In
ous. Government cntities with respect to the

.x'y.f'ils? of territorial cnmm-l./(

e ! i 10 :

1:;_1ainti=liﬂgl
'v:_rf'-a_f! fundé for services rendered,
addition, these Ports shall work with the va




§54. Powers of Sea and Inlund Ports

In addition 1o, and without linnting the puwers confesred upo

a Ports in accordance willy 851

of this Act, Ports shall bave the following powets:

1.

To institute independently 2 comprehensive sys
services and facilitics they provide; such charges shall be
Dircctors and reasonably related to the cost of providing su

(2)

(b)

(<)

(d)

{c)
4]
()

(0

.+ - pexiod, to he determined by Poris b

. financing 4 reasonable part of the cost
' peplacement of assets,

em of tarifls and charges for the
approved by the Roard of
ch services and facilities.

Jevy and collect said \ariffs and charges without granting any excmpiion there
from or reduction thereto to apy person, oF department or agency of the
Government,

ensure that the rates fixed for said tasiffs and charges are adequate to provide
{sufficient revenuc o cover opcrating expenses. including adequate maintenance
Jand depreciation, and interest payments on borrowings, i any; and to provide
“eash funds for debt amortization to such borrowings; and to provide adequate

'?éﬁmking:gﬁjﬁital and to set aside reasonable reserves for contingencics and for
for future expansion including

iﬁmy duly authorized ;gprésgﬂtatwe of Ports herein mentioned may enier into any
sessel within the limils of the Ports or the approaches to the Ports in order 10
.a;___ggrtain the amount of the dues or rates payable in respect of the vesscl.

For the amount of all rates leviable nnder this Act in yespech of any goods. the
‘Ports shall have a lien on such goods and shall be entitled to seize and detain the
s’*ﬁﬁi@‘.& uniil such rates are fully paiﬂ. Such lien shall have prionity over all other
ligns and claims exeept claims for money payable to the Governmen.

Rates in sespect of goods to be landed shall become payable immediately on the
tanding of such goods.

Rates in respect of goods to be shipped shall be payable Before such gouods ate
shipped, ) ;

Rates in respeet of goods 10 beremoved from the premises of the Poris shalt be
payable on demand,

Subject 10 the provisipnsof this’ection and without prejudice 10 the provisions
of paragraphs (d), (e}, ([} and (g) thereof, if any goods which have been placed
or on the premises of the Ports 1ie not remaved therefrom within a reasonable
regulations, from the time when ihe goods

:'"'-'- - ,:'?gé.
E L

.....

o were placed i orion Such premises, Poris may, at the €5 iration of the said
o periods sell by ?ﬁb'!iﬂﬁ_gﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁe Igl'ﬁl%s(ny of such goods. 4
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(k)

i

I the poods arc of a perishable nature the Ports may direct their removal within
such shorter perlod, nvt being less than twenty-four hours after the lunding
thercof as the Ports may think fit, and if no1 so removed, the Ports may sell, by
public auction or otherwise, or disposc of such guods in such mapner as it may

tink it

The proceeds of sale shall be applicd by Ports as follows and in the following

order:
(i) firstly. in payment of any duty payable Lo the Governmeans,

{ii} secondly, in payment of the cxpenses of the sale:

iy thirdly, in payment of the rates, charges and expenses due to the Posts in
respect of the goods; and

{iv} founbly, in payment of freight and other cluims or liens of which notice

has becn piven, and by rendering the surplus. if any, to the person entiticd
thereto on demand, and, in case no such demand is made within one year
from the date'of the sale of the goods, by paying the surplus to the account
of the Ports, whercupon all rights to the same by such person shail be

extinguished.

I the master or owner of any vessel in respect of which any Jues, rawes ar

penalties are payable under this Act or any regulations made thereunder, refuscs

or negiects to pay (he same or any part theteof on demarnd. Ports may, in addition
to other remedies which it may be entitled to use, distrain or arrest of its own
authority such vessel and the tackle, apparel or fumiture belonging thereto or
any parl thereof, and detain the same until the amount so duc is paid.

[xi case uny par of the said dues, rates or penalties, or of the custs of the distress
orarrest, or of the keeping of the said vessel, tackle, apparel or furniture remains
unpaid for the space of fourteen days next after any such distress or arrest hus
been so rade, Ports may cause the vessels or other thing so distrained or arrested
to be sold, and with the proceeds of such sale may, satisty such dues, ratcs or
[ﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂ!_tiﬂs"iﬁ.i_i_d' costs, inchiding costs or sale remalning unpaid, rendering the
suiplus, ifany; to the masier or waer of such vessel on demand,

If the Ports give to the officer of the Government whose duty it is to graut the

por cleararice vf any vessel a notice stating that an amouat therein specified is
due ig respect of dues, mtes or penaltics chargeable under this Act or any
ﬁgﬂaﬁp@-fﬁmﬁgﬁ@pcmmﬂq agamst such vessel or the owner or masier of such

vessel, such officer shall not grant such port clearance unil the amount so

chargeable hi§ been pajd or security has been given to the satisfaction of the

¥ e L i w1
Parts for-ifie amountthereot.
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To enter inio contricts, su¢ and be sued, and to assign the provision of port scrvices
and the use of facilities.

Immovable property.
(@) To acquire any properly, or any intercst therein or any casement over any

immicvable property, whether by way of purchase, lease, exchange or otherwise,
for the purposes of the Porls,

(b) Where any immovable propetty. not being Government owned, is needed for the
purposes of the Ports and cannot be acquired by agreement, Ports may request,
and the Govermient may, if it thinks fit, direct the acquisition of such property
and in such case, such propenty may be acquired in accordance with the
provisions of any written luw relating to the acquisition of land for a public
purpose and any declaration under any such written law that such land is so
needed may be made notwithstanding that compensation is o be paid out of the
funds; of the Ports, and such declaration shall have effect as if it were a
declaration that such land is needed for a public purpose made in accordance

wilh suich written Iaw.

:I(ﬂ] The Pﬂrts shall -nﬂ'%@ilhuut the prior approval of the Government, sell, exchange
® or othigrwise dispose of any of its lands or other immovables or any interest
. therein

‘@p initiate new services-or discontinue existing services as might be required in the
exercise of its functions.

To engage in stuctures and construction, dredging, reclamation, remove wrecks,
opérate its own _s.unuﬂl{i{;f:fﬂmﬁ which will have adequate police powers o enforce
compliance with its regulations and by-laws.

To have its own Harboﬁ.lﬁi{astcr who.shall direct and regulate the movement of vessels
within said port.

To have its own By-laws and regulations.

To apply for, purchase, or by other means acquire, Liold, sell, assign, lease, morigage,

. “or ptherwise dispose of and protect, prolong and renew whether in the Republic of

Liberia or elsewhere arty and.all patents, patent rights, licensce, protections,
copressions, rademarks ';;l.u,dx trade names and 1o use ﬂl_ld turn to account and L
fanufactire under grant licensé experimenting upon and testing and improving or

- mecking to improve-any patents; inventions, orrights which the Ports may acquire or

propose (o ncquire-/é |




§55, Boards of Divectors of the Ports
4 Board of Lircclors uppoinied

The supenvisory powers of cach Pont shall be vested in

1.
by the President of the Republic of Liber.
ted from cach of the countics in which

Each Board shall consist of two members appoin
all be appointed as Chaperson of

{ the Roard niembers si

2.
the Ports are located, Onc o
th B i
shzllla:::vd‘ The ‘an_.lers of Justice, Finance and Development Plamning. and Transpori

¢ as statutory members on cach Board. The Managing Dircetor of cach Port
shall serve as the secretary o the Board. )

% Ea.:l; Board shqll have thr_: authority 1o approve the Porc’s budget, rcgularions.
employment pelicy. exXpunsion and development plans and such other functivas 4s
would be performed by 2 Board of Directars by [aw.

4. Mcmbers of the Board shall serve at the pleasure ot the President.

5. Aguomm ot the Board shall consist of a simple majority, provided that ar least o€ of
the non-staalory menibers is preseat.

rational Structurt of the Ports
yaguiment waim of each Port,
Dircctor for Admini stralion,

§iﬁ. Management and Ope
Dircctor for Technical

The President of the Republic of Liberia sh
which shall consist of the Managing ]irector,
Deputy Managing Director for Qpcrations, an
Eepvices with the consent of the Senute.

all appeint the mal
Deputy Managing
d Deputy Managing

POSSESS such qualifications and academic ercdenials
d responsibility demanded by the office of Managing
ps5¢55 2 hachelar’s Jevel wraining in an academic
agerial level expenienct. five years of

§56.1. Managing Director

The Managing Dircctor shall
suitable ro. undertake the task an

\Dircetlor. Minimally, he/she shall p
with at feast ten years senior man

discipline
which shall be inthe public sector.
ror shall be responsibl

2. The Managing Dirce
: {ﬁfﬂlﬁ*ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ?fbﬂhﬁt purpose shall exere
& The Managing Director shall €op duet tl
rﬁsj;:ﬂ;ﬁsfﬁl’i;f'f&r.ﬂigﬁ-ﬂrganizatitm. appuin
sibject 10 approval of die Board.
for Administration
,sible 1o assist the

§56.2. Deputy Nfanuging Director

L T‘hﬂ* Deputy Managing ﬁj!ﬁﬂml juor Administrution 'shull be reapont
: 'Hﬂuﬁgﬁlﬁfﬁﬂ?ﬁd_ﬁﬁritn‘s:%ba}i:‘;ﬁwﬁift e daily administralive funciions of the Port-

-.:rl ﬂ : i & h"'..:::; L] -14 -

L

¢ of the general opcrations
legated by the Buoard.

the Port. and shall be
the officers and sall,

¢ for the conduc
jse all poWers de

dinary busincss of
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ssal of

gment and Jisint




2. ilesshe shall possess at least a bachelor’s degrec with ten years' expericnee al the senior
managarial level, five years of which shall be in the public sector.

§56.3. Deputy Managing Director for Operations

The Deputy Managing Direetor for Operations ghall he responsible for the gencral operalion
and supervision of the port uperation. He/she shall possess at least 2 bachelor’s degree and
shall have no less than lch years of prior significant experience working al various levels of
port operations. iicluding scheduling. supcrvision, maintenance. ¢1c.

§56.4, Deputy Managing Directer for Technical Services

The Deputy Managing Dircctor for Technical Scrvices shall possess 2 minimuwm of a
bachelor's degree in civil engineering, atchitecrure, or related discipline with no less than
ten years experience in the design, construction, supervision and mainienance of civil works
projects. He/she shalt be well versed in puckaging bidding docwnenis. procurement, elc and
shall be responsible for the maintenance of port infrastrucrores, including construction of
new infrasirucnires,

§57. Tramsition and Cessation of the National Port Authority

1. 'One year and six months immediately after the signing into law of this Act, the
National Port Authority shill cease 1o have awhority to munage and operate any Port
sithint the Republic of Liberia and shall be dissotved.

2. During the transition period, the President shall appoini a seven (7) members
-g:eutﬁmines, headed by a Chairman, to oversee the dissolution ot the National Port
Authority. The Committee shall propose a dissohnion Plan for approval by the
President nof Jater than six {6) months after the effective daie of this Actl. The Plan
shall assiga the assets, liabiliies and contracmal obligations of the National Port

Authority to specific autonomous Ports.

3. TheNational Port Authority shall continue to funetion during the ransition period and
shall have continning authority to make contracts, which contracts shall devolve to the

appropristc autonomaous Port(s) following the transition period stated herein.
§58. Private Ports
The Government of Liberia shall tilize its. power 1o grant concession(s) for private port
uperations in-Liberia.
§59. Reports i .
T.hll Management ﬂfﬂtﬁfmﬁh@jﬂ bmit an annual report and such other reports and

_information to.the President of the Repy c.of Liberia and the Board of the National Ports

Ref 'lntmgrﬂnmﬁﬁssﬁn%hnﬂéﬁﬂfﬁ jed, s may from time to time be required. The annual
_(/" L ! - -"._:_- ;
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roport shatt set vut in detal tacts describing the opeeation and fis
during the preceding yoar, Ws finpucia

cal sransactions ofihe Ports
| condition and a statement of all receipts and

Jishurscimenes during cach year,

§60. Olfemes

1.

I any pesson willfully removes, desiroys o damuges any property helongiug 1o the
Ports or proveivis such propeny {rom being used of operated in the manact in whigh &
is intended to be used of operuted, such person <hall be guily uf an aftence under this
Act and shall be liable on cony betion to o fing nol excecding one rhousaud United States
dollars (US51,000.00), and upon un applicution by the Ports, & court may order the
offender W PAY COMPERSRTON W the Potts for any dumage done by such person.

it such oligt pevson commits an oflence
shall on such apprehension, withoul
Jed to a police otlicerara legal

Any persot may gpprehend any ather person
under the provisions of $60.1 ol this Act and
unreasonable detay. hand over the person so apprelien

authariny.

Any persun who carclessly or accideniiily removes, deatrovs or damuages any propery
belonging to the Ports of hinders or prevents such propetty from being used of opcrated
b Hie manner i which it is intended to be used or operated shatl pay by way ol
compensation to the Ports, such sum of moncy as a court shali detcrmine 0 be
sulficient to cover the extent ot the damage.

Nothing in §60.1 ol this Act shall prevent the Porls from taking uny legal procecdings
open to it at law before any court having jurisdiction for the recovery of the full

amount, of the damage causcd by such person.

In every case ifi which any damage 15 done to any property of the Ports by any vessel
o flant of timber, or debris from any vessel or by any person eraployed in or about the
came. the cost of making good such damage may be recovered by the Ports from the
masier, oWner or person in churge of such vessel or float of timber, or debris. The Purts
may detain any such vessel or floating of timber, or persons in charze of such vessel
until the cost nf"mq}t'ing good such damage has been paid to the seaport ot inland porl
where the dmﬂfggé?iﬂct:urred or security hans been given w sated port fur the anwounl

thereof.

If through any m: cglect or default on account whereot any person hos jucurred any
penalty -'imppse;_i_;q_ der this Act, any damage to the praperty of the ports have been
committed hy_%ii- person, he/she shail be Kable to make good such damage as well
as puy such penilty. The pmount of such damage shall, in case of dispute. be
de ( ned h;gf,tlfﬁf'{é'nurt by which the party incurring such penally hus been convicied

and may be réﬂ%‘?qmd as if it were a tine impused by the vour. '
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Any petson who at any lime hinders, obsuucts oF inolests the operation of the Ports or
wors in the performance and exceutinn of their
or required to do by

any of their employees, agents o conliac

duty(ies) or of anything which they are respectively empowered

virme or in conscquence of this Act, OF removes any mark sct up for the purpose of
on of works authorized by this

indicating auy levelor direction necessary to the execuli
he ligble on conviction and

Act shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and shall
Dallars (13$51,000.00) or to

a fine not excceding One Thousand United Statcs
imprisonment for o term Rot excepding three years of 10 both such fine and

imprisoRment,

Any person is tiuble legally und to the Ports who

(@) wilfully and without Jawful excuse loosens or removes from is moorings or from
its fastenings alongside any wharf or dock, any vessel within the port witholt
jcave or anthority from the master or OWICr of such vessel or person in charge

of such wharf or dock;

. makes a vessel fast 1o, looscns

excuse lifts, imjure
huoys, heacorns OF land marks;

without any lawful excuse discharges any gun Or other dangerous cxplosives in
any of the Ports except for the purpose of making a signal of distress or for such
other purpose as is sllowed under any written law;

C by wilfully and without lawful
or scts adrift any moorings,

(<}

ts or heats any pitch, ar,
mattcr on board any
or within which
ry to the

vessel in the port, of bui
resin, dammat, wrpentine oil or other such combustible
vesselwvithin any of the Ports, atany time or within any limits at
such act is prohibited by any order of the Port Management, oF conira
orders or directions of the Porl Master or the master of such vessel, or

(d)  graves, breams orgmokes any

e

uses anaked Hght when drawing off spirits, torpentine ol or other inflammable
oils or liquids of any kind on board any vessel in any of the Ports. shall be puilty
of ati offence under this Act and shall be liable on conviction 10 8 fine not
exceading Five Hundred United States Dollars (US5500.00) or to imprisonment
for a term 1ot exeeeding three years or both such fine and imprisonment,

(=}

() Anymasleror owner of any vessel orany twiact of any gouds who, by any muans
wl_;'aﬁueﬁtxﬂ'ﬁgies or attempts 10 evade any of the dues or rates teviable under
this Act shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and shall be liable on

convietion to a fine nol excecding One Thousand United ,States Dollars
(US51,000.00) orto imprisonment fora term not exceeding five years or to both
su;::h_ﬂnﬁmrd imprisun:ﬁmn:imﬁ?ﬂ_iﬁ?l}:in addition be liable to pay to the Port in
which such act wasmm'rﬁlledﬂﬂﬁuﬂal!y double the amount of the dues or rates

he evaded oratempted 1o evade, A4
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(g) The tender to or acceptance by any of the Ports or any of its officers of any dues
ot rales the paymnent of which has beon previously evaded or 1ift unpaid, shall
not releasa or discharge any person (rom any liability {or any damages or penalty
consequent ipon such evasion or non=payment.

() Any master 0 a vessel catering or leaving, intending to enicr or feave any dock,
or come dlongside or depart from any wharf, who gives false information of the
dravyht, lerigthvor beam of such vessel to any employee of the Ports whose duty
il is 1o ascortain the same, shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and shall
be liakle on/conviction to u fine not exceeding Five Hundred United States

“Dolars {{85500.00)
§61. Existinee

Al Pﬂp&ﬁt}fﬁhﬁhcﬁ’uﬂﬂﬁfmm Aetshall have perpetual exisience until it shall be terminated
by subss fﬁ,ﬁﬂﬂct-nf‘_ﬁ]ig;f[;Egislamr&;ﬁJpﬁn. the termination of (he existence of any Port, all
vights and properties ofﬁuch Port shitll vest in the Republic of Liberia or as divected by a

‘Section 4. Effective Date

.....

‘Hl}ﬁs Act'shall t:ﬂ__%:-.eﬁcst imrﬁiﬂihtcljr uprﬂ',u publication into handbills.
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